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REVIEW 
 
Book reviewed by Dr Ne-Siang Chew, consultant radiologist, Bradford 

Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust. 

 

Written some 29 years after its first edition, the seventh edition of 

Greenspan and Beltran’s Orthopaedic Imaging does not cease to amaze its 

readers. This eloquently written 1,488-page textbook of orthopaedic imaging 

contains 4,000 high quality images, including conventional radiographs, 

ultrasound, CT including 3D, PETCT and dual energy CT, MRI including 

PETMR.  

 

Encompassing up-to-date discussions of conditions/imaging findings such 

as Postel coxarthropathy, ‘surfer’s knots’, floating PIGHL lesion, ‘lava lamp 

sign’, FOPE (focal periphyseal oedema), and treatments such as autologous 

chondrocyte transplantation, this textbook is a compelling read for medical 

students, orthopaedic and radiology trainees and consultants, and 

physiotherapists alike. 

 

The textbook is divided into seven parts, namely introduction and 

techniques, trauma, arthritides, tumours and tumour-like lesions, infections, 

metabolic and endocrine disorders and congenital/developmental 

anomalies. In this new edition, additional material covering sports injuries 

(incorporating less common conditions such as handlebar palsy, bowler’s 

thumb), and cartilage imaging are included. 

 

The reasons to buy this textbook are the excellent readability, good 

descriptions of pathology, pathomechanisms of disease, and the 

accompanying radiologic images. The vast sum and quality of the radiologic 

images reflects the authors’ immense experience in this field. In some cases, 

additional arthroscopic finding correlations are also provided; these are 

most beneficial for the radiologists who may not have assisted in orthopaedic 

theatre in their training. 3D CT helps the reader visualise and understand 

pathology to a higher level. 

review continues … 
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… review continued 
 

There are very minor negatives: weighing 5kg the textbook is not easily 

portable. This is, however, mitigated by the publishers providing the 

enhanced online eBook (obtained when purchasing the physical book). A 

version is available on iOS, Android, PC and Mac. The other minor negative 

is its rather high price.  

 

Overall, I would highly recommend this textbook of musculoskeletal and 

orthopaedic radiology. It contains a wealth of knowledge that is 

indispensable for the radiologist, orthopaedic surgeon, medical student and 

physiotherapist interested in bone and soft tissue conditions. 

 


